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ndrew White, of Apex Autosports
up in Grafton, Wisconsin, and
Darryl Wischnewsky, way down
in Houston, Texas, have teamed
up to do something most of us
would've thought just about impossible
in this day-and-age of extremely high-
quality restorations coming out of liter-
ally hundreds of shops. For three years
straight, from 2016 to 2018, Darryl's
cars, all three restored by Andrew and
his crew at Apex, won the highly covet-
ed, “World's Ultimate Mopar” award at
the Mopars at the Strip event out in Las
Vegas, which is perhaps the most strict-
ly judged event in the country. Being at
somewhat opposite poles of the coun-
try, this unlikely friendship between
Andrew and Darryl began back in 2015,
when Darryl bought the famed “Last
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Hemi” 1971 Charger R/T at the Dana
Mecum auction in Florida. While the
Charger was already nice, Darryl want-
ed it to be the best in the world, and
after talking with Andrew for a bit, and
looking at the work they were turning
out of his shop, the yellow Charger
went up to Wisconsin, and that was the
beginning of a great friendship and one
of the biggest success stories in Mopar
restoration history.

The yellow Charger went on to
win the World’s Ultimate Mopar in 2016,
then went on to win first in its class at
the Mopar Nats, the Award of
Excellence, and numerous other acco-
lades as 2016 progressed before it
went south to Darryl's garage. While
the Charger was making the rounds,
however, an extremely “under the

radar’ 1969 Hemi Road Runner was
under restoration at Apex, also owned
by Darryl, and once again that car
made it out to the MATS event, taking
World's Ultimate Mopar, with a perfect
score, then went on to win a host of
awards in 2017, including scoring an
incredible 999 points in the always
tough judging at the Chicago MCACN
show (one point away from absolute
perfection). And, while that magnificent
blue Road Runner was blowing every-
body away on the show circuit, yep, you
guessed it, Andrew and the guys at
Apex were working on the next big proj-
ect for Darryl — the 1971 440+6 ‘Cuda
shown here.

Most of the time, here at MCG,
we like to dwell on a particular car's
backstory — tell each particular car's
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to showcasing what's unique and
MUSCLE CARS

appealing about each car. Much of the
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time, said cars have been “off the radar”
for quite a long time, or were basket
cases before restoration, or they're still
with family members or original owners,
or sometimes they're unrestored sur-
vivors that are still with family members
or original owners —sometimes it's all of
the above. This particular ‘Cuda, how-
ever, can hardly be considered a car that
was “off the radar” or flying undercover.
Even though most hardcore E-body
fanatics probably wouldn't recognize it
today, and a lot of Mopar fanatics in gen- i
eral have likely seen this one before, it's il X R
a whole ‘nuther animal now than it was & ; '
before.

Collectibley come in many form
Thesas plastic scale models are in
private collection. The green box
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i quite rare. Early relesse (posuis
the first 200 sued) of the In-Vio
Monogram came with the incor:
your idontifier “1970 MEMI 'CUDA|

The origins of this one, regret-
tably, are completely lost to time, but if
anybody out there does recognize this
extremely unique machine, drop us a
line and we'll pass the information along
to Darryl and Andrew, because as
always, it's a shame when the history
gets lost on a really cool car such as

ormation. | have

'y collection by including all four engi

A future collector looks for the b
quality car that is available sl
in Glacial Blue Metallic paint cod
GB2, this 'Cudadd0-4 sports the
o Backlight Louver Package,
hood, Hurst Pistol grip 4-speed
manual transmission, and a Dana
4.10 Sure Grip rear axle.




this. Regardless, this particular piece
of Mopar heaven popped up on the
scene in the mid-to-late eighties in the
collection of extremely well-known E-
body collector, Tom Lembeck, up in the
Chicago area. Famous across the
globe for his ever-changing collection
of E-bodies, especially Hemi convert-
ibles, Lembeck reportedly owned this
B2 blue 440+6 car for several years,
and it had apparently been recently
restored, to the standards of the eight-
ies, not long before he acquired it
Those of you who were around back
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then will remember there was one
extremely common theme with all E-
body ‘“restorations” back then, when
nobody was thinking a whole lot about
OEM originality judging or paying
extreme attention to exactly how a car
was built. If it was a 1971 Barracuda, it
was automatically transformed into a
'71 ‘Cuda clone, generally with almost
every option you could think of, and

almost invariably painted in one of
three or four high-impact colors. If it
was an original ‘Cuda to begin with,
then the car was still “restored” with all
the options it “should” have had when it
was ordered new. That almost always
meant adding a billboard decal, even
though they were surprisingly unpopu-
lar when these cars were new. Wings,
spoilers, Shaker hoods, and a seem-
ingly endless supply of Elastomeric
bumpers were the rule of the day, and if
Plymouth had sold that many heavily
optioned E-bodies to begin with, they

likely wouldn't have given up on the car!
In this particular case, restored this
‘Cuda stuck reasonably close to the
original recipe, with the exception of
adding the customary billboard decals,
fifteen-inch Rallye wheels, and driving
lights mounted under the front bumper.
So, if you saw this one back in the late
eighties, or anytime during the nineties,
that's what you saw. Since Tom has so

many cars fluctuating in and out of his
collection, and the fleet was in a serious
state of constant change during those
wild-and-wooly days of the muscle car
feeding frenzy, the pretty, but reason-
ably “normal" 440+6 ‘Cuda didn't get
out to as many events as some of his
higher profile cars, and, sometime in
the 1990's, Tom sold the ‘Cuda to
equally well-known collector Bill Parodi,
way down in Austin, Texas.

Bill's collection is pretty darn
impressive as well and, like Lembeck’s,
his fleet of old Mopars is in a near con-

stant state of change. The pretty blue
‘Cuda was a very nice driver-quality
restoration, and with Austin, Texas
being a whole lot more hospitable year-
round with its weather, the ‘Cuda
served as one of Bill's part-time cruis-
ers while keeping a lot of his higher dol-
lar Hemi cars and super-rare exotic
Mopars on the shelf for primary show
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car duty. Between Lembeck and
Parodi, the ‘Cuda was driven sparingly
and kept in good shape, but seldom
shown, for the better part of almost
twenty years. Most E-body fanatics
knew where it was and what it was, but,
it was just one of those cars that every-
body liked, but since it had been in the
hands of two very prominent E-body
collectors, most people figured it was

likely going to stay that way forever.
That's when Darryl Wischnewsky
entered the picture back in 2015.
Living in the sprawling metrop-
olis of Houston, not that far from Austin,
Darryl and Bill have known each other a
good while, and over the last decade,
Darryl's collection has been building
astronomically, while Bill's been content
to horse trade occasionally and stick to
a core base of cars in which he's
engrossed. Backin 2015, Darryl talked
Bill into selling him the pretty little B2
‘Cuda, and so, it left Albany, went to
Houston, and while Apex was busy
restoring and fluffing other cars from
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Darryl's collection, the ‘Cuda remained
in Texas as a nice driver and all-around
fun car, but the more they looked at
what the next “killer” project would be
for restoration, the more they kept
returning to this amazingly clean '71
‘Cuda. Given that '71 ‘Cudas were
prone to rusting fifteen minutes after
they left the factory when new, this one
showed no signs of rust anywhere, and

—

since we know it spent a decent portion
of its life in the Chicago area, that is
exceptionally unusual. As the '69 Road
Runner's restoration progressed, it was
decided, once it was finished and off to
the Mopar shows, the ‘Cuda would
head north to Apex, for a complete
rotisserie restoration on an already
darned clean car that had been
restored back in the eighties. As
Andrew told us, looking at the photos of
the ‘Cuda, he knew it had a lot of poten-
tial, but he and his guys weren't pre-
pared for just how much potential this
one really had.

The Plymouth arrived at Apex

in Wisconsin in January 2017, and right
away, Andrew and his guys began tear-
ing it apart, labeling everything, and
they stripped the entire shell down to
the bare metal. To his absolute aston-
ishment, the bit about “no rust” turned
out to be unbelievably true. Quoting
Andrew, it was possibly the least rusted
E-body he remembers seeing! There
were tiny traces of crud here-and-there,

=

but looking at the bare steel, one would
think this car spent its whole life in arid
New Mexico or someplace like that.
The passenger’s side quarter panel did
have some very old body repair from
when somebody smacked something
long ago, so that necessitated replac-
ing the full quarter, but other than that,
every little bit of metal you're looking at
is the exact same stuff this one left the
assembly line with. Typical of all their
over-the-top restorations, Apex photo
documented every step of the process,
from the time the car arrived to the day
it rolled out of the shop. The entire car
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was dipped and E-coated to prevent
any problems from ever occurring in
the future, the original numbers-
matching 440+6 motor was rebuilt to
stock specs, they went through the
four-speed, then rebuilt the Dana
rear, the suspension, then put every-
thing back in the rich-looking B2
blue metallic paint, put on a new
vinyl top, installed a new interior,
then detailed everything to the
nines, which is really their specialty
at Apex. Restored back exactly to
“as built” specs, this one now looks
very different than it did for the last
several decades, and interestingly
enough, the ‘Cuda appeared in Ola
Nilsson's 2017 book, “Muscle Cars
in Detail: 1971 Plymouth ‘Cuda” (a
series of excellent books from
CarTech), wearing the incorrect bill-
board decals and 15" Rallye wheels,
so, it may look vaguely familiar to
you from that one. All that aside, the
‘Cuda was finished up shortly before
MATS 2018, so it was whisked out to
Vegas, where it gave Andrew and
Darryl an unprecedented third con-
secutive “World's Ultimate Mopar”
award, before going on to win major




awards at several other Mopar events
in 2018 and at MCACN in Chicago.
As always, we'd love to know
the mindset of the guy who ordered
this one new, because the options on
this one are so mix-and-match it's
really a bit crazy. Most importantly, it
is a factory 440+6 car with a four-
speed and the Super Track Pack 4.10
Dana 60 rear axle. The Shaker hood
is almost always seen with that
combo, but the guy who ordered it
wanted the more sophisticated B2
blue rather than the much more com-
mon BS5, he specified dual chromed
mirrors, the light package, a Rallye
instrument panel (which was optional
in 1971), a black vinyl roof, rear win-
dow louvers, stereo, and power disc
brakes, but then come the things that
make you scratch your head a little.
It's a factory no console car, so the
Pistol Grip is just sticking out of a
rather naked floor, it has the basic
black vinyl bucket seat interior, no
pedal dress-up kit, no billboard decals
(which are pretty scarce on ordered
cars anyway), no road lamps up front
under the bumper, and perhaps most
curiously, 14" Road wheels with F70-

14 Polyglas tires, which are hardly the
normal fare on a 440 Six Barrel car
with a 4.10 Dana out back. With all
that, however, it proves how far the
auto industry has come - back in
1971, whatever combination of things
you wanted, they'd build it — these
days, you're lucky if they give you a
choice on what radio you'd like.

So, with MCACN finished up
and the 2018 show season in the
rearview mirrors, the immaculate
‘Cuda is back in Texas with the rest of
Darryl’s collection, and if you're won-
dering, yes, there’'s another project
already underway that will hopefully
debut this year — a Plum Crazy 1970
Hemi Challenger with a white interior
and just about all the options you
could dream of. Obviously, we'll have
more on that one when it makes its
debut, but for now, congrats to Andrew
and Darryl for pulling off the Mopar
“triple crown” — we've been doing this
book more than three decades, and
this is the first time we've seen that
happen. But hey, when two guys like
this are on the same page and both
are hardcore perfectionists, obviously,
anything can happen. &
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