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BORN TO RUN

1969 HEMI 4-SPEED ROAD RUNNER

ack in our January 2017 issue,

we had the pleasure of intro-

ducing most Mopar enthusi-

asts to a guy over in Texas

named Darryl Wischnewsky.
Darryl and his wife, Linda, own a chain
of new car dealerships in the Houston
area, but their big passion lies in seri-
ously over-the-top muscle cars, and in
recent years, Darryl's collection has
taken on more and more vintage
Dodges and Plymouths, whereas it had
been rather heavily populated with
Mustangs and Chevys. As we said
before, a visit to his toybox just outside
of Houston is an all-out feast for the
senses, as you'll find just about every-
thing there from COPO Camaros to
Boss 429 Mustangs to lift-off-hood Six
Pack B-bodies and, as shown in our
January issue, his yellow 71 Hemi
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Charger R/T. We mentioned in that
particular story that Darryl and Linda
went to the now famed 2015 Dana
Mecum auction in Florida specifically
looking to purchase the majorly impor-
tant '71 Charger, we also mentioned
they left the sale with another Hemi car
they hadn't gone there specifically to
buy, but they both fell in love with the
thing; a B7 blue, one-owner, 5,900 orig-
inal mile, 1969 Hemi Road Runner, that
was, for all intents and purposes, a
pretty dam strong survivor with period
mag wheels and a few vintage modifi-
cations done when it was relatively
new. Darryl had gone to the Mecum
sale having seen the Road Runner in
the pre-auction brochure, but it looked
like a hot rodded, BS blue, '69 ‘Runner,
so the photos didn't really set off any
bells and whistles. Once he gotjto

——

Florida and happened upon the
Plymouth, he realized this was some-
thing really different.

Specially ordered and sold new
in New York, the Road Runner had
been kept by the original owner until his
death a few years back, and after sitting
in the garage for a couple of years, his
wife and daughter decided to sell
because they really didn't know what to
do with the car. Since they were pres-
ent at the auction and stood by the car
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RN RO
most of the time it was on display,
Darryl struck up a conversation with
them and they immediately became
friends. They had a good bit of paper-
work on display with the car, including
the dealer’s invoices, and things such
as that, but when he asked them about
a build sheet, they didn't know what he
was talking about. Politely asking if he
could have a look, they agreed, and a
couple of Mecum’s workers helped him
pull the backseat out before the sale,
and sure enough, there was an intact
broadcast sheet stuck in the rear seat
back. Darryl informed them to tell Dana
Mecum, because that might help the
car bring more money, but the ladies
declined to say anything about it, going
so far as to tell Darryl they hoped he
ended up with the car because he'd
been so nice to them and shown so
much interest in it.

According to the ladies, the orig-
inal owner, Peter Strange, wanted a
summertime hot rod, and thus ordered
this one in the unusual B7 blue with a
bench seat, a four-speed stick, and a
4.10 Dana Super Track Pack rear axle;
and little else. He didn't go in for crea-
ture comforts, and, in fact, he didn't
even get the factory in-dash tachome-
ter because he knew he’d be installing
an aftermarket tach right away. Almost
as soon as the car arrived, he installed

N
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the mags and fat tires, put a Sun tach
on the column, put some slapper bars
out back, and in that first half decade,

he only put about 5,500 miles on the

car. For reasons still unexplained,
despite the car’s looks, he never modi-
fied the stock Hemi whatsoever, or the
fransmission, or the exhaust system, or
anything else! Contrary to appear-
ances and what you'd expect, outside
of the cosmetic touches and the racing
stickers on the rear windows, the
Plymouth was completely stock from
the exhaust manifolds to the exhaust
tips. One can only reckon that the car
was fast enough on its own and he did-
n't deem it necessary to mess with any
of the mechanics. And, for reasons
equally still mysterious, he opted to
park the Road Runner very early in life,
leaving it in his New York garage for the
better part of the next three decades
with only very rare trips around the
block to keep the juices flowing and
make sure nothing was going to seize
up.

Realizing this was one of those
‘target of opportunity” vehicles, Darryl
punched in the high bid on the Road
Runner when it came across the block,
as well as the Wellborn Charger, and in
doing so, added two very stout Hemi
Mopars to his high horsepower fleet of
toys. As we stated in our previous arti-
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cle, it was also at the Mecum sale
where Darryl met Andrew White, from
Apex Autosports up in Grafton,
Wisconsin. Known throughout the
hobby for his spectacular restoration
skills, Andrew’s been a major player in
turning out painfully accurate OEM
restorations for decades. The casual
meeting and exchange of business
cards with this collector from Texas did-
n’t initially make a huge impact on
Andrew — at least not until he got the
call from Darryl shortly afterwards
about doing ground-up state-of-the-art
OEM restorations on both of the Hemi
cars he'd bought at Mecum.
Admittedly, Andrew was a little taken
aback at first, because the yellow
Charger was a slightly older restora-
tion, but still quite respectable, and the
'69 Hemi Road Runner was a serious
time capsule into what muscle cars
looked like back in the summer of 1969,
but after a lot of conversation, it was
clear that Darryl’s interests lay in having
the utmost in perfection, and “almost
good enough,” or “really good original
condition,” will never be his particular
cup of tea. He likes his hobby cars
absolutely OEM perfect, inside and out,
top-to-bottom, and Darryl was con-
vinced Andrew and the guys at Apex
were the ones who could deliver on
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what he was looking for. Both B-bodies
were trucked from Texas to Wisconsin,
with the '71 Charger having its turn on
the rotisserie first while gathering as
many NOS parts as humanly possible
was taking place for the Road Runner’s

Y42 - | H28 restoration. With the Charger nearing
e e - -";‘,“!~ TIFE 4 d]a completion, Andrew and Apex turned
/11128 154613542115/795953 = .:-.—-—\ their sights on the blue metallic Road
S i.-_,:,-.":r-;i.)'7~]|73 ,79;945321 EVEVAL Runner, and thus began one of the

- = , T n - 7 more interesting restorations their
(232 8 shop's ever performed.

T — Rarely does a restoration shop

‘.N‘. b o ll‘ get to delve into a 5,900 original mile

one-owner time capsule that's been put
away for its entire life, so for Andrew,
this one was something extremely dif-
ferent. Other than the aforementioned
mags, fat tires, and a few vintage after-
« | market parts, the car was completely
original and stock, with all the little
-~ | details from its construction still clearly
discernable, and even the original muf-
flers and exhaust system was still in
place. The wheel openings on the rear
quarters had been messed with a bit
when the car was newer to facilitate
larger tires without rubbing, and this
alone prompted the only bit of sheet
metal replacement that ended up need-
ing to be done, as the hammering on
the passenger’s quarter panel was just
a little too much for the guys to get per-
fectly straight again, so they found a
very rare NOS quarter and welded that
into place to resolve the issue once-
and-for-all. Aside from that, every bit of
steel you're looking at is the same Stlﬂ
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this car was born with, and thanks to
years of preservation and a bit of mas-
saging by Apex, it couldnt be more
straight.

Working on a deadline to make
the MCACN event in 2016, the guys
kicked the resto into high gear, once the
Charger was out of the shop, and the
original Hemi was pulled apart to reveal
an amazingly clean engine in pretty
much every possible way. With the
cylinders still perfectly round, the motor
retains its stock bore, receiving just a
basic rebuild to bring it back to like-new
condition, and the Apex guys did the
same for the 833 four-speed and the
big Dana 60 out back. Detailing them
to perfection, everything was reinstalled
once the flawless new coats of the very
scarce B7 blue paint were applied.
Following that, it was time to install a
fresh blue bench seat interior, using a
mixture of NOS components and

pieces from Legendary Interiors, with
the end result being (like everything
else) a complete factory-fresh appear-
ance. Andrew and company worked
hard to reuse as many of the car's orig-
inal parts and pieces as they could, so
quite a bit of what you're looking at is
original to the ‘Runner, it's just been
polished, replated, or refinished to
make everything look just as it did when
it rolled off the line in 1969.

Finishing the car just after
Thanksgiving, the Plymouth went off to
Chicago and MCACN for its public
debut and OEM judging. For those per-
haps unaware, judging at MCACN has
come to be the ultimate achievement of
success in the muscle car field, with
high scores there ranking in the same
field as winning big at the Pebble Beach
or Amelia Island Concours d'Elegance
is for the prewar classics crowd. With
judges crawling all over the Road

Runner, it finally tallied up a grand total
of 999 out of a possible 1,000 points!
As far as we're aware, only one Mopar
has ever achieved a perfect 1,000-point
score at MCACN, so that puts this Road
Runner in some extremely rarified air.
The one point deduction? This is kinda'
iffy, but there's a small flaw in the sil-
vering of the rearview mirror on the
windshield, about the size of a pencil
eraser, and that's where the one point
deduction came from! It's a debatable
factor, as this flaw is likely a factory flaw
in silvering the mirror, which has been
there all along, but that was the only
thing the hardcore judges took any
issue with — pretty strong testimony to
the quality of this restoration, and let
alone, one that was a complete ground-
up job done in only nine months.

As of this writing, the Road
Runner’s back home in Texas with
Darryl's other toys, and Andrew and the
guys at Apex have already begun
restoring yet another crazy one; a B2
blue 1971 ‘Cuda 440+6 Shaker hood
car with a four-speed and a black vinyl
top! Yes, we'll have more on that one
later. In the meantime, they plan to
have this picture-perfect Road Runner
out at the MATS show in Las Vegas for
2017, and then it may well make an
appearance at Carlisle as well, so get
the Kodak ready, because we assure
you, while this may not be a spectacu-
larly rare car, it's the best restored '69
Hemi Road Runner out there, and it’s
still showing less than 6,000 original
miles on the clock. We'd dare say the
original owner never dreamed his
dream car would be gamering so much
praise and attention all these years
later. =




