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what a catastrophic showroom disas-
ters they were for Chrysler, and this
explains why there are so darned few of
them today; there never were very
many. When the Challenger debuted in
1970, Dodge managed 1o sell just over
77,000 total Challengers; 14,889 of
which were R/T hardtops, with another
1,070 R/T convertibles being built. Out
ol those 15,000 cars, only 287 Hemi
hardtops were built, and only nine Hemi
convertibles. But then, within the span
ol one bref year, the magic was gone.
Total Challenger sales in 1971 dropped
to just over 25,000 cars. The R/T con-
verlible was gone, and total '71
Challenger R/T production fell to only
4 630 cars. As hard as it is 1o believe
today, sales fell by almost 200% in just
one year. Since we love these things,
Mopar fans are quick to say this was
due o rising Insurance costs, gasoline
prices, you name it, but that's grasping
at straws. While Ford and Chevy's
sales of muscle cars fell as well from
1970 to 1971, they were nowhere close
to the catastrophic losses that the E-
bodies suffered. It wasnt the time, it
wasn't economics, it was the car
Chrysler had rushed the E-body into

production before working out a lot of
lithe bugs, and by mid-year 1970, the
buying public was wise to it, and that
doomed the E-body forevermore going
forward. Which brings us to the 1971
Hemi Challenger R/T. Only seventy
examples were bolted together in 1971,
and five more were built for export to
Canada, with this one being one of
those five. We often hone in on
Superbirds or a host of other old
Mopars as being “rare,” but it was truly
rare to see a '71 Hemi Challenger, even
in the middle of 1971. And, with only
five of them going lo the entire nation of

Canada, naturally, this purple-and-
white machine was kind of a big deal up
north for a very long time. It was known
from the enthusiast in Indiana, who
bought it out of Ontario, that the car had
been a Canuck all its life, but once it
was tucked away in the Hoosier state,
the car kind of fell off the Mopar radar
for a while. 1t went down to Texas, with
Darryl, but it wasn until the machine
was unveiled at MCACN in 2018 that
virtually every Canadian in attendance
stated they remembered the car and
had been friends with its owners during
=
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its time north of the border.

The whole thing with the
restoration had been talked about long
before it began, and when it actually
began was back in January 2019.
Darryl had the Chally trucked up to
Wisconsin, and initially, Andrew and
Megan were a little confused as to why
this thing had been scheduled for a full

ground-up resto. Coming off the truck,
the car looked good. it sounded good. it
ran good, and everything about it
looked pretlty darned good... from
about ten feet away. Once Andrew got
to seriously looking at the R/T, he
began seeing what Darryl aready
knew; it was a 1980's restoration that
was probably decent for that time, but-
given the standards of today and the

fact that this restoration was now thirty-
plus-years-old, the car was showing
some notable wear, once you really
started looking at it, and, there were
some places towards the back that just
didn't look right; signs of old bodywork
that wasn't done well and was likely
coming apart. Knowing it was a
Canadian car, Andrew knew there were

January, and he was amazed at how
many paris had been swapped around
on the car; the original engine, trans-
mission, and 3.54 rear axle was still
there, but the carbs had been swapped,
the original Rallye wheels were gone,
and vittually all of the little mechanical
parts under the hood had been
replaced with a wide variety of “close

likely rust problems that had been fixed
somehow back when, but the only way
to remedy that permanently and get the
car lilerally back to step-one was to go
the route that Apex does with most all of
their over-the-top OEM restorations;
this thing would have to be chemically
stripped to the bone.

Andrew and the Apex crew dis-
assembled the entire Challenger that

enough” parts that would mass musler
for a local parking lot show, but were
definitely not up to standards for hard-
core judging. But, if you were around
the hobby back in the mid-eighties.
you'll remember. that's just the way
things were done back then. None of
us were worrled about date-coded
parts or hung up on NOS parls. Heck,
-
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NO MOPAR LOVER'S SHOP OR GARAGE IS COMPLETE WITHOUT
ONE OF MCG'S 30" SWIVEL TOF STOOLS!
$110.65 PLUS 8/H

Call Today for our 212 W, Hanover Rd.
newest catalog of cool Graham, NC27253
tools and restoration XK 919-855-8200
products! I v 40— USCTMotorsports.com
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